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We are the NIFC
For over 25 years, the 
North Idaho Fly Casters 
Club has been 
dedicated to all facets 
of the sport of ßy 
Þshing.

We provide a wide 
range of educational 
and conservation 
opportunities to the ßy 
Þshing enthusiast.
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Flies & Lies
Rubber-Sole searching  
Fear of spreading invasive species fouls feltÕs image

By R.F. McRa!
Rubber-soled wading boots are 

being promoted by most of the 
wading footwear industry under the 
threat of spreading water-born 
invasive species like didymo, (rock 
snot) whirling disease, New 
Zealand-type mud snails, etc. Some 
of the big fishing states are looking 
into outright banning felt-soled 
wading footwear. Southeast Alaska 
has made it illegal to fish with felt-soled footware effective January 2011.

The problem with felt soles is that they act like a slow-drying sponge 
which prolongs invasive species cell survival allowing them to transfer 
from one waterway to another.

Being a concerned fly fisher river wader, I invested in a pair of high-
end famous brand non-stud vibram-sole wading boots.

Testing these on the Coeur d' Alene River, I found them adequate on 
small gravel sand bottoms and river stones without slime, as well as, 
being excellent for hiking around. But, they lacked stable traction on free-
stone bottoms with moss or algae.

Not happy with this lack of performance, I returned them to Cabela's 
and purchased another top brand with so-called sticker-rubber soles and a 
stud kit.

On a St. Joe River outing, these studded waders offered better 
traction on slippery bottom sections of the river but I didn't feel confident 
in the faster runs wading with these boots. They didnÕt seem to have the 
grip of felt. Also, the large screw studs were slippery on the large slab 
rocks that line sections of the St. Joe. Two top brands of these rubber-
soled wading boots seemed to have 10-20 percent less traction than felt.

With such a wide variety of rubber wading sole designs, it's difficult 
to find the best for slippery stream conditions. Each manufacture claims 
great results with their designs but it's better to stick with models that 
have studs kits Ñ no matter what the sales people tell you.

To continue using felt soles in the field, consider these tips:
 * Rinse boots and waders free from any river mud, debris or plants. 

Air dry the soles until bone dry, which is key to killing spores. 
* Place felt wading boot soles facing up in a bucket. Pour boiling 

water over soles. Let drain and cool. If camping and cooking, it only 
takes a quart of water per boot sole.

* Where boiling water is not available, soak felt soles in 100-percent 
vinegar for about 30 minutes to kill invasive species cells.

* Alternatively, use an extra 
bone-dry pair of felt-sole wading 
footwear when fishing another 
waterway. 

Be responsible: DonÕt transfer 
an aquatic invasive species into a 
disease free watershed.
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Revisiting July fishouts
LauraÕs place in West Yellowstone, July 23-25

Clearwater River

Photos by Larry Krumpelman

NIFC members gather behind  
Laura BaylessÕs Wes" 
Ye#owstone home on Duck Cree$ 
%above& as Laura dishes a potluc$ 
plate in her kitchen %right&.

The annual July Clearwater Fishout was another 
enormous success thanks to those who attended and brought 
food. It seems everyone enjoyed the burrito meal. Whatever 
you brought this year, consider bringing the same side dish 
next year.

The water level was about normal for the second 
consecutive year which made fishing conditions perfect and it 
just got better through the week. The best fly was the 
extended-body Green Drake with legs, which I tried after a 
green drake landed on my hand. I tried many flies prior to that 
but these made a dramatic difference. Next year bring extra 
extended-body Green Drake flies with legs, in case I forget 
mine.

We couldnÕt have asked for better weather Ñ high 70s Ñ 
on the Clearwater this year. It made for some great campfire gatherings and interesting conversation. 

A few members brought their pontoon boats and floated different portions of the river. Their efforts were 
rewarded with some big fish as they discovered some new and seldom fished holes. Even if you donÕt fish you 
will enjoy some magnificent scenery on the Clearwater. 

Thanks for an excellent and peaceful week,
Jim Rogers, streamkeeper

Around 25 attendees enjoyed a variety of activities 
from bocce ball in the evenings, Park touring and, of 
course, fishing!

Skip and Gayle Wright found willing fish at the 
mouth of Taylor Fork near the Gallatin River as John 
Maher hooked his first Grayling on the Gallatin before 
landing a nice 15-inch rainbow on the Madison River. 

Chuck Leis, Don Boehm, David Heberer 
and I all had great fishing on the 
Madison River between Raynolds Pass 
and Three Dollar Bridge. Jerry 
McGinnes and Elwin Schutt were 
successful during evening caddis activity 
on Hebgen Lake.

Because the evening caddis fishing 
on the Madison River was so successful, 

we only fished Quake Lake one evening when David and I landed two fish each 
and several others had hook ups. You could hear Linda Bayless's laughter 
echoing across the lake as she fought a large trout in the near darkness!

Nonfishing highlights included the stunning scenery, camaraderie, great breakfasts prepared by Don and 
Bonnie Boehm and and sandwich fixings brought by Linda Bayless. Special mention goes to Tawnie Rouleau for 
her fabulous rum cake and baked beans! Look for her recipes in future issues of "Flies and Lies."

Evening sing-alongs were extra special because of Elwin's guitar playing. Larry Krumpelman spent much of 
his time with his new passion of photography. Thank you Larry for being the unofficial West Yellowstone 
Fishout photographer!

Laura Bayless, Streamkeeper
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CLUB NEWS
CLUB PROGRAMS

NIFC holds dinner meetings from 
September through May on the 
third Thursday of each month at 
the Lake City Senior Center, 1916 
Lakewood Dr.

The September meeting will give a 
chance for members to compare 
summer notes, as well as, plan fall 
outings.

SUMMER FISHOUTS

NIFC features a series of summer 
Þshouts at campgrounds near 
select trout waters. Each Þshout is 
organized by a volunteer club 
streamkeeper who knows the 
ropes, (i.e lines). Saturday meals 
at Þshouts are potlucks featuring 
many wonderful items like Tawnie 
Rouleau!s rum cake and baked 
beans.

LOCHSA RIVER FISHOUT
Streamkeeper:" Bob Clark
" " " (208) 667-6733
" mbclark@my180.net
Date:" " " August 21, 22
Place:" " " Wilderness 
" " Gateway Campground
Potluck time:" " 2 p.m., 
" " " Saturday

This month!s Þshout will be August 
21-22 at Wilderness Gateway 
Campground on Highway 12 near 
Lowell, Idaho. You can get there 
by driving to Lewiston and turning 
east on Hwy 12 and following it 
past Kooskia about 25 miles to 
Lowell and then east to the 
campgound. I have not stayed 
there in the past but am told it is a 

nice campground. You can also 
get there by going through 
Missoula, Montana to Lolo, 
Montana then 40 miles past 
Powell Campround to Wilderness 
Gateway Campground.
I will be in site #C17 starting on 
Thursday the 19th through 
Monday the 23rd. The dinner will 
be spaghetti and garlic bread 
served at around 2 p.m. so those 
who want to Þsh later in the 
afternoon will have time. I will host 
a campÞre that evening so 
everyone can gather and tell great 
Þsh stories. For questions or to 
sign up, please call me at (208) 
691-9798.
Thanks
Bob Clark, streamkeeper

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

2010-2011 club dues can now be 
paid by mailing them to:
North Idaho Fly Casters
P.O. Box 1698
Coeur d' Alene, ID# 83816-1698
There is no change in the dues 
structure.
$30 Family
$25 Single
$20 Senior Family (65+)
$15 Senior Single.
The membership year is 
September through August.

Calendar

Aug. 21, 22
Lochsa Fishout at 
Wilderness Gateway 
Campground
Bob Clark,
streamkeeper

Sept. 11, 12
St. Joe Fishout at 
Turner Flat 
Campground
Dave & Doris Londeree
streamkeepers

Sept. 16
First club meeting/
dinner of the 2010-2011 
program year
Lake City Senior 
Center

Sept. 18, 19
Georgetown Lake at an 
undisclosed 
campground
Jim Rogers, 
streamkeeper

Newsletters will be 
distributed via email, 
but to have a hard 
copy mailed to you, 
include an additional 
$10 for the Club 
year. If anything!s 
changed, contact 
Laura Bayless at 
(208) 667-4720 or 
lbayless12@aol.com
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Who:  Streamkeeper Ñ Dave and Doris Londeree (208) 683-1759
What:  NIFC!s St. Joe River Fishout
Where:  Turner Flat Campground
When:  September 11-12 with a potluck dinner Saturday at 3 p.m.

Turner Flat will be the meeting place but Hawaii is the theme. Dust off your aloha shirts, grass skirts and 
moo-moos, letÕs have a luau. ThatÕs right a LUAU. Kaluha pig and Huli-Huli chicken will be provided. Bring 
your favorite dish to share and the party is on. Dinner is at 3 p.m. Who knows we may even find a tropical drink 
or two.

Fishing on the Joe is always fun. It is easy to get to and fairly close to home. ItÕs close enough to make a day 
trip if you are not able to stay overnight. Avery is just a short drive down river from Turner Flat, where there are 
affordable motels and cabins, so make your reservations early. Turner Flat is a fairly small campground and space 
is limited but there are several other campgrounds nearby so there should be enough room for everyone. 

Please let us know if you plan to attend. We need to have enough pork and chicken for everybody. You can 
call our home and leave a message if we not there (208) 683-1759.

See you on The Joe,
ALOHA,
Dave and Doris Londeree

St. Joe River Fishout at Turner Flat Campground

Georgetown Lake Fishout at Stuart Bay Campground

Who:  Streamkeeper Ñ Jim Rogers (208) 665-9909 or (208) 215-6908 cell
What:  NIFC!s Georgetown Lake Fishout
Where:  Stuart Bay Campground
When:  September 16-17 with no potluck dinner due to unpredictable weather at this time of year

Directions: From Coeur dÕAlene travel east on I-90 and exit at Drummond, Montana. Turn south on Hwy 1 
to Georgetown Lake (approximately 35 miles). If you need gas, fill up at Drummond, itÕs about 20 cents less than 
at Philipsburg. You will encounter a steep grade just prior to Georgetown Lake. Once you arrive at the lake stay 
on Hwy 1 at the east end of the lake and take FSR 672 to Stuart Bay Campground, where youÕll find me.

Fishing at Georgetown Lake: You can fish from shore but I recommend bringing a float tube, pontoon boat 
or a boat. There is a boat launch at Stuart Bay Campground. Most of the fishing will be subsurface with a Leech 
or a Woolly Bugger. Sink tip or full sink line will increase your chances of catching a big rainbow or brookie.

Other campgrounds: Badger Bay, Piney, Philipsburg Bay, Pebble Beach and Lodgepole (not 
recommended). You can also stay at the Seven Gables Motel which is about two miles from Stuart Bay.

Other fishing opportunities: Rock Creek, Clark Fork, Flint Creek, Silver Lake, East Fork Reservoir and 
Echo Lake.

Weather: Prepare for anything, wind, rain or snow and cold nights. The elevation at Stuart Bay Campground 
is 6400 feet.

Pot luck meal: There will be no organized Saturday meal due to unknown weather conditions, so you will be 
on your own.

Contact: Jim Rogers, call or email, (208) 665-9909 or cell (208) 215-6908, flyfishingjunkie@msn.com 
Cell service is available at Georgetown Lake.
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One IdahoanÕs recent encounter with a rabid bat 
is a good reminder to all of us to take precautions to 
avoid rabies.

 Earlier this month, a Blaine County man 
encountered an aggressive bat while fishing in a 
tributary of the Wood River west of Hailey.

The man was fishing in the late afternoon when a 
bat began aggressively flying around him. The man 
thought the bat had left the area. However, after 
deciding to quit fishing and head home, the man 
encountered the bat again. Upon packing up his gear, 
he found the bat clinging to his life vest.  The man 
was able to contain the bat and called Idaho Fish and 
Game who picked the bat up. The bat was sent to the 
Idaho Department of Health and WelfareÕs Bureau of 
Laboratories in Boise for testing 

  The bat later tested positive for rabies. This bat 
is the first this year to test positive for rabies in South 
Central Public Health District and the second in the 
state. The first bat this year was discovered in 
Shoshone County. 

Terrestrial rabies, the strain that infects ground 
animals such as raccoons and skunks, exists in 
Wyoming but has not moved into Idaho.

Every year rabid bats are reported, with eight bats 
testing positive for rabies last year in Idaho. Rabies 
can cause a fatal viral illness if people who are 
scratched or bitten do not receive the rabies vaccine.

The man began medical treatment, which is 
highly effective against rabies exposure. Humans 
rarely get rabies from bats. Most of the time, officials 
said, people are given the five-shot vaccine regimen 
as a precaution. ThatÕs because once people start to 
show symptoms, the virus canÕt be stopped and 
people die. Symptoms Ñ headaches, fever, 
confusion, sleeplessness Ñ may take up to a year to 
show, but most occur within one to three months of 
contact. A new vaccine that requires only four shots 
has just been introduced.

 While most bats are harmless and do not carry 
rabies, they are the only animal in Idaho to naturally 
carry the virus. Most animals, including household 
pets, can become exposed to the virus by playing 
with sick bats that can no longer fly. Rabies is fatal to 
pets and other animals, too.

 People usually come into contact with bats when 
a pet brings home a sick or dead bat, or when a bat 

enters the home through small openings or open 
windows. People who wake up from sleeping and 
find a bat in their room may have had an exposure 
without realizing it; the teeth of a bat are very small 
and people are sometimes bitten in their sleep without  
feeling it. The bat should be tested for rabies if there 
is any question that an exposure may have occurred.

 In addition to bats, several cats, a skunk, a 
bobcat and a horse were also infected with the bat 
strain of the rabies virus in Idaho in the last 20 years.

 To protect yourself and your pets, public health 
experts offer the following tips:

á Do not touch a bat with your bare hands;
á If you have had an encounter with a bat, seek 

medical attention immediately; 
á If you come in contact with a bat, save the bat in 

a container without touching it and contact your 
district health department to arrange testing for 
rabies. Whenever possible, the bat should be tested to 
rule out an exposure to rabies. There is no charge for 
this service;

á Always vaccinate your pets, including horses. 
Pets may encounter bats outdoors or in the home;

á Bat-proof your home or cabin by plugging all 
holes in the siding and maintaining tight-fitting 
screens on windows.

FOR THE GEAR BAG by Renee Blythe

MEMBER CLASSIFIEDS:
"To use this free classiÞed service, NIFC members should e#mail For Sale  or Wanted  ßy Þshing oriented 
items to: mike@satren.net. Describe the item"s$, include the price, your name, phone and/or e#mail.

Resubmit unsold, unfound items each month to include in the next monthÕs newsletter.$
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Club OfÞcers
President
Skip Wright (208) 660-0016

Vice-President
Don Boehm#(208) 704-2622

Secretary
Renee Blythe#(208) 
660-0384

Treasurer
Gayle Wright#(208) 
660-3994

Trustees
At-Large

Mike Steiner (208) 
773-5366

Trustee

Skip Wright (208) 660-0016

David Heberer (208) 
625-0384

Jim Rogers (208) 665-9909

Terry Spindler (208) 
755-8561

Committees
Membership

Laura Bayless (208) 
667-4720

Conservation

Bob Clark (208) 667-6733

Youth

Jim Rogers (208) 665-9909

Library

Steve Hamman (208) 
687-8636

Rafßes

Skip Quade (208) 667-9243

Programs

Bud Frasca (208) 699-0630

Newsletter

Mike Satren (208) 818-1287

Merchandise

Dick West (208) 772-0819

Quartermaster

Kent Setty (208) 756-5020
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